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1/ 
AN  APPEAL 


TO    THE 


CHRISTIAN  CHARITY 

OF  OUR  BRETHREN 

AND  SISTERS  OF  ENGLAND 


Beloved  in  Jesus-Christ  our  Saviour  ! 


We  Ihink  we  obey  to  our  Gotland  Father  in  addressing 
ourselves  to  you  to  recommend  two  institutions  of  charity 
\^orlhy  of  all  your  sympathy. 

The  distance  which  separates  us  and  the  thoughts  that 
you  have  around  you  so  many  precious  establishments 
wbich  claim  your  affection  and  your  helps  ,  would  pre- 
vent us  from  making  an  appeal  to  you  if  we  had  not 
learnt  from  our  Saviour  that  the  field  is  the  ivorld ,  that 
all  men  are  our  brethren  and  that  all  Itelievers ,  wha- 
tever nation  they  belong  to ,  are  one  in  Jesus-Christ  and 
walk  together  in  the  path  of  faith  and  good  works  ,  to- 
wards our  true  and  common  country ,  towards  the  celes- 
tial city  which  has  foundations ,  whose  builder  and 
maker  is  God.  Those  believers  ,  in  whom  love  has  been 
spread  by  the  Holy  Ghost ,  having  in  their  hcarls  the 


—  2  — 
prayer  which  has  been  taught  them  by  tlieir  divine  Sa- 
viour ,  have  no  greater  desire  than  to  see  estabhshed  in 
the  world  the  reign  of  justice  and  of  peace  ,  by  a  true 
comphance  to  the  will  of  Him  to  whom  belong  all  honour, 
all  praise ,  and  all  glory.  They  work  with  joy  towards 
the  coming  of  that  reign  and  partake  with  all  their  might 
in  what  is  doing ,  whether  far  or  near ,  for  the  triumph 
of  the  truth  and  the  salvation  of  men. 

It  is  this  intimate  conviction  of  the  good  will  which  is 
the  portion  of  every  true  christian  which  freely  embol- 
dens us ,  dear  brethren  and  sisters ,  to  speak  to  you 
about  those  two  establishments,  which  recommend  them- 
selves ,  one ,  by  the  happy  results  M  hich  it  has  already 
given ,  and  the  other  by  those  which  it  is  destined  to 
produce.  The  wants  of  both  of  them  are  great ,  but  prin- 
cipally those  of  the  house  of  Refuge  ,  that  ^yc  place  on 
your  hearts.  As  you  will  see  by  the  reports ,  we  iiave 
been  led  to  the  formation  of  this  house  but  by  the  force 
of  circumstances ,  and  we  cannot  too  often  repeat  how 
much  this  ^^ork  is  essenlialy  a  work  of  faith.  It  was 
after  a  great  hesitation  that  we  decided  on  borrowing  the 
1 5,000  fr.  we  have  already  mentioned  in  our  last  report; 
but  how  necessary  has  it  not  been  for  us' to  look  up  to 
God  when  we  saw  ourselves  obliged  to  spend  above 
50,000  fr. !  We  certainly  should  have  been  discouraged 
if  we  had  not  had  the  powerful  testimony  of  our  acting 
after  the  will  of  the  Saviour ;  and  the  necessity  of  a 
new  institution  of  this  kind  in  France  was  so  much  felt 
by  us  that  we  could  not  draw  back  before  those  diffi- 
culties ^^hicll  are  easy  for  our  God  to  level.  It  sufiices  for 
convincing  you  of  this  necessity  to  call  to  your  mind  a 
few  words  of  the  last  report  on  the  institution  of  the  Dia- 


wnesses  of  Paris.  «  We  have  had  this  year  ,  said  the 
»  pastor  Valetle ,  17  repentant  women  ,  and  numerous 
»  demands  for  entrance  were  addressed  to  us ,  but  what 
))  to  do  ^^'hen  there  is  no  more  place  ?  Animate  once 
»  more  other  christians  to  found  a  fourth  protestant 
»  Refuge  in  France ;  it  is  the  wish  we  have  already 
»  exprimed  without  result  during  several  years.  Let  us 
»  hope  that  the  motion  of  good  will  ^^hicll  manifests 
»  itself  at  this  moment ,  will  come  into  action  and  will 
»  be  blessed  by  our  Lord.  »  (the  21  st  of  april  1836, 
pages  14-15.) 

We  give  thanks  to  God  that  it  has  been  his  good  will 
to  make  use  of  us  to  realize  this  hope.  He  called  us  because 
beforehand  he  had  already  put  at  our  disposal  all  the  spi- 
ritual means  necessary  to  such  an  enterprise ,  and  also 
because  he  was  disposed  to  procure  us  all  material  assis- 
tance after  having  sulTiciently  tried  our  faith.  Now  the 
trial  lasts  still !  The  works  which  have  been  much  mor-e 
considerable  than  we  had  at  first  thought,  arc  going  to  be 
terminated.  In  a  short  time  the  establishment  will  be  in 
activity  ;  but  we  find  ourselves  in  face  of  a  debt  of  about 
30000  fr.  ! 

Several  friends  interested  in  this  work  and  in  the  esta- 
blishment to  facilitate  sea-baths  to  the  indigent  sick  , 
have  already  helped  us;  but  the  number  of  protestants  is 
comparatively  small  in  France ,  and  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged that  although  the  works  of  piety  and  charity  begin 
lo. multiply ,  there  is  still  but  little  motion  amongst  the 
mass  to  take  interest  in  them  ,  comparati^  cly  to  what  is 
done  in  your  country  and  which  it  would  be  so  desirable 
to  see  realized  amongst  us. 

The  number  of  indifferent  is  al^^'ays  and  everywhere 


but  loo  considerable ,  and  to  them  join  others  who  for 
divergencies  of  opinions ,  or  other  motives ,  think  them- 
selves authorised  to  refuse  llieir  assistance  to  those  works, 
which  are  notwithstanding  so  incontestably  useful  and  so 
generally  acknow  ledged  tliat  every  body  ought  to  have  to 
heart  to  forward  their  prosperity. 

The  number  then  of  those  who  have  assisted  us  up  to 
the  present  time  is  but  small  relatively  speaking ,  when 
we  consider  the  importance  of  our  wants,  and  often  the 
most  devoted  amongst  them ,  who  w  ould  be  disposed  to 
go  even  above  their  means  ,  can  otTer  but  the  ividoiv's 
mile.  Notwithstanding  how  much  their  sympathy  is  pre- 
cious 1  For  if  they  bring  but  litllle  money,  they  are  rich 
in  prayers ,  and  He  thai  searchelh  the  hearts  knoiveth 
what  is  the  mind  of  the  spirit ,  because  he  makelh  inter- 
cession for  the  saints  y  according  to  the  will  of  God. 
(Rom.  viii.  27 ).  They  pray  for  us;  we  pray  with  them, 
and  it  will  be  in  answer  to  the  prayer  made  w ith  faith , 
that  the  Saviour  will  provide  for  all  our  wants.  Will  it  not 
be  in  the  midst  of  you ,  beloved  brethren  and  sisters 
of  England,  that  he  has  prepared  us  some  powerful  help? 

Our  hope  is  in  Him ,  and  we  are  persuaded  that  he 
will  not  forsake  us. 

One  of  our  dear  friends,  M.  Amedee  Kriiger,  a  member 
of  our  committee  is  preparing  soon  to  pass  in  your  coun- 
try. >yc  recommend  him  to  your  kind  reception. 

May  our  Saviour  Jesus-Christ  be  amongst  us  all  and 
bless  us.  Amen ! 

ISimcs,  1"  may  1857.    . 

In  (he  name  of  the  commitlees  , 

Edward  KRUGER. 


CHARITABLE 

INSTITUTION 

AT    CETTE 

(uilnAUlT) 

TO    ENABLE    THE    INDIGENT    AND    THOSE  AAIIO    ARE     NOT 

!>'     VERY    EASY     CIRCUMSTA>CES    TO    PARTAKE 

OF  THE    ADVANTAGES    OF    SEABATHING. 


Teiitlt  aiitl  Eleventla  y^et»r. 


NIMES 
PRINTED   BY  BALDY    AND   ROGEK 

Sainte-Ursule  street  ,  1 
1857 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  RILES- 


The  Establishment  is  for  the  use  of  the  sick  poor  of  both 
sexes ,   of  every  age ,   rehgious   denomination  and  nation. 

The  Establishment  opens  every  year  on  the  25  ""  of  June 
for  women  and  children  ,  and  on  the  25  "■  of  July  for  men  and 
closes  on  the  31  "  of  August. 

Patients  cannot  be  admitted  gratuitously  oi*  at  a  reduced 
rate  without  presentation  of  a  good  certificate  of  poverty. 

Patients  who  do  not  present  a  certificate  of  poverty  can 
only  be  adicitted  by  paying  50  fr.  a  month  for  a  man  ,  25  fr. 
for  a  woman  and  20  fr.  for  children  under  15  years  of  age. 

These  sums  must  also  be  paid  for  every  patient  coming  from, 
a  place  where  the  collections  have  produced  little  or  nothing. 

Every  patient  must  be  provided  with  a  physician's  certificate 
stating  that  seabathing  would  be  useful  to  him. 

All  bathers  have  to  pay  their  own  travelling  expenses. 

As  the  dietary  of  the  House  is  very  liberal ,  paying  and  not 
paying  patients  are  treated  equally  well. 

A  physician  regularly  visits  the  Establishment. 

If  the  slate  of  health  of  a  patient  should  require  particular 
attention ,  the  poor  receive  it  gratis  and  others  pay  according 
to  their  means. 

As  the  establishment  was  formed  for  the  moral  as  well  as  the 
physical  good  of  the  patients ,  all  are  required  to  be  present  at 
the  morning  religious  family  meetings  and  evening  prayers  which 
take  daily  place  in  the  dormitories  ,  being  afterw  ards  at  liberty 
to  attend  their  own  religious  worship. 

Children  and  voung  persons  who  are  confided  to  our  care 
never  go  out  without  being  accompanied  by  some  person  who, 
can  exercise  a  good  influence  over  Ihcm. 


All  active    survey  is  exercised  over    all    the   bathers  when 
bathing  or  in  the  dormitories  or  elsewhere  by  pious  and  de 
voted  friends. 

The  discipline  is  always  mild ,  but  firm.  No  one  employed  by 
us  receives  any  other  pay  than  his  food. 

Besides  the  other  attendants,  a  man  who  is  an  expert  swimmer 
is  employed  to  watch  the  bathers  from  a  boat  and 'prevent  them 
from  going  too  far  from  shore  or  exposing  themselves  to  danger. 

«  Eixcept  tlie  Ijord  Keep  tlte  city ,  the  ^vatch- 
inan  iraketlt  but  in  Yain.  Ps.  127.  ^l^e  are  laboti- 
rev»  together  ivitli  €rod.  1  Cor. ,  ni ,  9.  » 


Important  notice. 

We  earnestly  beg  of  all  respectable  persons  Avho  are  able  to 
send  us  any  patients,  not  to  give  any  certificate  of  poverty  before 
having  assured  themselves  of  the  fact. 


Donations  or  parcels  of  goods  of  any  kind  are  requested  to 
be  sent  to  M.  Ernest  K.RUGER  ,  Secretaire- Tresoiier  da 
Comite,  a  Celle  (Herault),  or  to  M.  Edouartl  RRL^GER  , 

Secretaire-  Tresoiier  duComite  auxiliaire  dc  Nimcs,  rue  Adrien,  2. 
It  is  requested  that  all  communications  be  pra?paid. 


Qi^^::> 


jJlettkOefs  of  Ihc  Coantnliiec. 


Mmes  ARMINGAI  I) ,  nee  IIINSCII. 

KELLERMANN  (widow). 

SALVAITRE. 

FAYSSE. 

BOISSIERE  (widow). 

ALBY  (M"«  Eigeme). 
MM.  ARMINGAUD-HINSCII. 

KRL'GER  (Emile). 

RRUGER  (Amedee). 

KRUGER  (Edouard). 

KRUGER  (Ernest). 

ALBA-LASOliRCE  Pere. 

MAZEL  (Aucuste). 

ABRIC  (Michel). 

REBOUL  (Francois). 
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CHilRITIililB  INSTITUTION 

AT   CETTE  (IIerault) 

TO    ENAISLE     THE   INDIGENT     AND    THOSE    AVHO    ARE    NOT   IN     VERY    EASY 
CIRCLMSTANCES  TO  PARTAKE  OF  THE  ADVANTAGES  OF  SEABATHING. 


TENTH  ITEAR, 


We  are  happy  once  more  to  recommend  to  the  friends 
of  the  poor  a  work  which  merits  their  whole  sympathy,  a 
work  the  necessity  of  which  has  ah'eady  been  so  com- 
pletely recognized ,  that  our  Establishment  may  now 
unquestionably  be  classed  among  those  most  indispen- 
sable for  the  alleviation  of  the  sufferings  of  humanity. 
A  careful  consideration  of  the  past  recalls  numerous  cau- 
ses for  thanksgiving  to  the  God  of  Heaven  whose  infinite 
compassion  has  been  made  manifest  so  often  to  our  eyes 
in  an  admirable  manner ,  that  we  are  filled  with  conli- 
.dence  for  the  present  and  hope  for  the  future. 
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We  intend  ,  this  year  ,  to  furnish  to  a  greater  number 
of  charitable  persons  a  new  opportunity  for  the  exercise 
of  their  charity  towards  the  unfortunate  by  giving  a  brief 
but  faithful  account  of  our  undertaking  from  its  origin 
to  the  present  day.  Several  of  our  former  friends  will 
also  read  it  with  interest. 

The  man  who  does  good  from  a  principle  of  true  affec- 
tion and  not  only  from  duty ,  always  hears  with  pleasure 
of  the  existence  of  useful  institutions,  which  may  appeal 
to  his  charity ,  and  he  likes  to  see  those  which  he  has 
already  patronized ,  develope  themselves. 

If  he  be  a  needy  Christian  who  hears  the  appeal,  instead  of 
turning  away  and  thinking  with  anxiety  of  his  own  wants, 
he  walks  in  the  faith  of  the  living  God,  and  persuaded  that 
we  are  acceptable  «  according  to  thai  a  man  hath  and  not 
»  according  to  that  he  hath  not  (2  Cor.  viii)  he  hastens  to 
»  offer  that  which  is  in  his  power,  were  it  but  a  mite  in- 
»  finitely  more  precious  to  the  Lord  than  the  abundance 
»  of  the  rich  (St  Luc  xx ,  2) ,  and  a  cup  of  water  which 
•  given  in  the  name  of  Jesus-Christ  shall  not  lose  its 
»  reward.  »  (St  Mark,  ix,  41). 

If  he  be  a  rich  christian,  he  will  recollect  these  words 
of  the  apostle  •  «  Charge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  world, 
»  that  they  be  not  highminded  nor  trust  in  umertain 
»  riches ,  but  in  the  living  God ,  who  giveth  us  richly 
>>  all  things  to  enjoy :  that  they  do  ^ood ,  that  they  be 
»  rich  in  good  luorks  ,  ready  to  distribute ,  willing  to 
^>  communicate ;  laying  up  in  store  for  themselves  a  good 
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>)  foundation  against  the  time  to  come  ,  that  they  may 
V  lay  hold  on^eternal  life.  »  (1  Tim.,  vi). 

Such  is  by  the  grace  of  God  ,  the  happy  inclination  of 
every  sincere,  serious  believer  ;  he  prays  ,  he  loves,  he 
acts,  he  gives.  —  As  he  has  understood  and  experienced 
the  immensity  of  the  love  which  God  has  for  all  men  , 
he  has  understood  also ,  that  he  ought  to  love  as  he  is 
loved  and  the  love  of  God  inspired  in  his  heart  by  the 
holy  Ghost  renders  him  incapable  of  hesitating  at  any 
sacrifice,  when  it  is  possible  to  glorify  his  Saviour  by  con- 
ferring a  real  blessing  on  the  soul  or  the  body  of  his  fel- 
low-creature. 'We  bless  the  Lord ,  that  now ,  as  at  all 
times,  there  exist  such  believers :  we  are  fortunate  enough 
to  know  some  of  them ;  many  are  still  unknown  to  us.  We 
are  convinced  ,  that  all  of  them  are  disposed  to  support 
our  Establishment  like  any  other  institution  of  the  same 
Kind,  either  by  their  gifts  or  their  prayers ,  and  we  even 
reckon  on  the  spiritual  assistance  of  our  brethren ,  whom 
we  shall  probably  only  know  in  heaven ,  knowing  that 
whoever  is  united  to  the  Lord  Jesus  as  the  vinebranch 
is  to  the  vine,  is  a  fellow  worker  with  him  for  the  acconi- 
phshment  and  success  of  every  good  work,  be  it  near  or 
far  off!...  It  is  under  the  inlluence  of  this  encouraging  hope 
that  we  are  going  to  give  the  report  we  have  promised. 


It  is  scarcely  thirty  five  years  since  the  efficacy  of  sea- 
bathing has  begun  to  be  appreciated  in  the  south  of  France 
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and  it  nn  as  to  Cette ,  a  very  healthy  seaport  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, that  the  first  patients  were  sent.. The  good  they 
derived  from  it  was  so  wonderful  that  these  bathes  did 
not  fail  to  become  very  well  kno\N  n.  People  in  easy  cir- 
cumstances were  at  first  the  only  one's  who  took  advan- 
tage of  them,  but  the  poor ,  who ,  in  consequence  of  bad 
food  and  the  unwholesome  air  they  breathe  in  their  dwel- 
lings, suffer  most  from  those  scrofulous  deseases  for 
which  seawater  is  so  salutary,  soon  claimed  their  share 
of  this  precious  benefit.  From  this  time,  miserable  inva- 
lids began  to  arrive ,  some  of  whom  having  travelled 
nearly  120  miles  on  foot ,  w^ere  in  a  most  deplorable  state. 
They  were  obliged  to  undergo  this  unheard  of  fatigue  in 
order  to  save- the  little  money  they  had  collected  at  home 
with  great  difficulty,  to  pay  for  the  expenses  of  their  so- 
journ at  Cette.  Food  and  lodging  were  so  dear  in  conse- 
quence of  the  influx  of  two  or  three  thousand  strangers , 
that  their  slender  means  were  soon  exhausted  ,  so  that 
the  greater  number  were  obliged  to  return  home  after  a 
stay ,  alas !  far  too  short ,  to  receive  the  benefit  they  had 
come  to  seek.  Others  ,  again  ,  poor  workmen  still  more 
unfortunate,  amved  without  money,  hoping  to  find  work 
to  support  them  ,  but  for  want  of  work  they  returned 
sometimes  wilhout  being  able  to  take  a  single  bath.  It 
was  then  that  M""  Anningaud  nee  Hinsch ,  who  had 
for  a  long  time  devoted  herself  to  the  spiritual  and  bodily 
miseries  of  mankind  ,  in  concert  with  some  christian 
friends ,  felt  strongly  called  upon  to  remedy  such  a  sad 
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state  of  things.  She  made  at  first  a  collection  among  the 
inhahitants  of  the  town  and  well-to-do  bathers,  and  distri- 
buted the  produce  of  it  among  the  unfortunate ,  whom 
she  happened  to  meet ;  but  the  innumerable  inconve- 
niences ,  which  were  caused  by  the  poor  bathers  living 
here  and  there  in  the  town  and  its  outskirts  ,  caused  us 
soon  to  feel  the  want  of  a  place  in  which  to  receive  all 
the  poor  bathers  who  were  in  need  of  help. 

In  1847,  a  house  tolerably  convenient  was  placed 
at  our  disposal  for  which  we  had  to  pay  23  c.  per  day 
for  each  person.  The  number  of  patients  was  limited  to 
24.  Such  was  the  modest  cradle  of  a  work  which  has 
grown  year  by  year  to  such  encouraging  proportions  that 
like  the  grain  of  mustard  seed ,  it  has  already  become  by 
the  blessing  of  the  Lord  a  great  tree  in  the  branches  of 
which  the  birds  of  the  air  come  and  lodge.  Is  not  this  an  evi- 
dent proof  thatit has  respondedtoarealandpressing want? 
In  the  second  year  of  its  foundation  we  had  42  pa- 
tients; in  1849  the  number  rose  to  84,  and  in  1850  to 
120  !  Then  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  simple  house  which  had  been  sufficient  for  us  hi- 
therto. It  was  necessary  seriously  to  consider  of  the  for- 
mation of  a  permanent  Establishment. 

It  was  on  the  property  of  M.  Emile  Kriiger  that  we  or- 
ganized what  had  become  absolutely  necessary  viz  three 
fine  dormitories,  a  Kitchen,  a  cistern,  a  well,  a  large  shed 
to  be  employed  as  a  dining-room  and  a  spacious  enclo- 
sure for  the  use  of  the  bathers. 
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In  the  first  year  after  the  opening  of  the  new  Esta- 
blishment, the  number  of  patients  rose  to  199,  in  1852 
to  502  ,  in  l<853  to  593  ,  in  1854  it  decreased  on  ac- 
count of  the  Cholera  which  raged  in  our  country  :  we 
had  only  555  bathers ;  but  last  year,  although  there  was 
an  Establishment  of  the  same  kind  at  Grau  d'Aiguesmor- 
tes ,  the  number  of  our  patients  amounted  to  no  less  than 
465. 

Is  it  necessary  for  us  now  to  enter  into  the  details  of  the 
admirable  cures  and  the  sensible  improvement  which  we 
have  witnessed  1  It  would  be  tedious  to  do  so  ,  for  su- 
rely the  above  figures  are  sufficient  to  recommend  this 
important  institution  lo  all  christian  and  philanthropic 
hearts  and  lo  all  true  friends  of  humanity.  We  shall  only 
say  that  we  have  every  year  seen  almost  miraculous  cu- 
res effected ,  as  well  among  children  as  adults,  and  with 
respect  to  a  great  number  of  others ,  we  have  the  sweet  sa- 
tisfaction of  knowing  that  the  desease  having  been  atta- 
cked at  the  beginning,  the  great  sufferings  and  hard  trials 
which  spring  from  it  have  been  spared  them. 

These  benefits  are  great :  we  bless  the  Lord  for  them ; 
but  there  is  one  still  greater.  The  conversion  of  a  soul  is 
in  the  eyes  of  every  true  christian  an  inestimable  bles- 
sing, and  accordingly  we  neglect  nothing  in  order  to  lead 
our  patients  to  seek  that  salvation  which  we  have  acqui- 
red by  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God.  We  assemble  them 
every  day  around  the  Holy  Scriptures  which  arc  put  into 
their  hamds  and  which  are  read  and  explained  to  thcni 


—  15  — 
\\illi  the  simplicity  and  fidelity  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Serious 
appeals  are  addressed  to  their  conscience ,  private  inter- 
views are  granted  to  those  who  desire  them  ,  prayers  are 
offered  up  in  their  favour  ,  and  the  Lord  j-endering  all 
these  means  efficacious,  we  have  every  year  the  sweet  joy 
of  seeing  some  awake  to  a  keen  sense  of  their  guilt ,  con- 
fess their  faults  to  God ,  believe  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  entertain  the  conviction  of  having  obtained  forgive- 
ness of  their  sins ,  and  rejoice  in  their  Redeemer ,  even 
blessing  Him  for  the  trials  which  have  been  inflicted  on 
them  and  which  have  brought  them  to  salvation.  We 
could  mention  ,  if  it  were  necessary ,  the  names  of  seve- 
ral of  these  friends  who,  according  to  their  position,  truly 
please  the  Church  of  God  by  their  faithfulness  in  the  ser- 
vice of  their  Master. 

But  to  have  a  complete  idea  of  the  spiritual  benefits 
which  arise  from  the  care  our  patients  experience,  it  would 
be  necessary  for  us  to  be  able  to  see  the  secret  work  , 
which  slowly  operates  in  the  hearts  of  many  and  which 
will  only  be  manifesteol  at  a  later  time ,  and  perhaps  only 
at  the  end  of  their  life. 

Some  cases  which  have  come  to  our  knowledge  have 
confirmed  us  in  this  precious  hope ,  and  we  will  cite  one 
which  appears  to  us  very  interesting  : 

This  was  the  case  of  a  poor  man  of  Nimes  (Gard.) 
He  was  on  his  deathbed ,  >vhen  he  heard  that  M'"^  Ar- 
mingaud  was  in  this  town.  He  displayed  a  great  desire 
to  see  her  before  he  died  and  sent  his  wife  to  beg  of  her 
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to  come  and  see  him  without  delay.  « Oh  !  madam ,  cx- 
»  claimed  lie,  as  soon  as  he  saw  her  enter  his  room,  what 
»  a  favour  t  I  sec  you  again  ?  I  am  one  of  your  poor  ba- 
M  thers  ;  you  relieved  my  body  ,  but  the  w  ord  of  God 
«  which  you  announced  to  me  has  done  more  good  to  my 
»  soul.  For  a  long  time  I  resisted  the  voice  of  God  ,  but 
»  He  has  always  followed  me  ,  and  now  that  I  am  going 
»  to  die ,  I  feel  how  neecssai^  His  grace  is  to  me.  Pray  for 
»  me,  speak  to  mc  again  of  those  good  things  of  which 
»  my  soul  is  so  much  in  want!...»  M"'^\rmingaud  rejoiced 
at  this ,  and  after  having  freely  prayed  w  ilh  him  ,  she 
left  him ,  confident  that  the  Lord  had  justified  him 
through  faith. 

May  such  cases  often  occur  !  The  pecuhar  blessing 
which  was  bestowed  on  us  last  summer ,  gives  us  hopes 
that  it  will  be  so.  Never  before  have  we  seen  the  prea- 
ching of  the  Gospel  produce  such  a  powerful  effect  upon 
a  rebellious  and  ignorant  multitude. 


The  greatest  simplicity  and  the  most  careful  economy 
are  rigorously  observed  in  the  administration  of  the  funds, 
and  it  is  to  this  good  management ,  as  well  as  to  the  zeal 
and  perseverance  of  our  dear  Collectors,  that  we  arc  in- 
debted for  the  tolerably  satisfactory  tenour  of  the  last  re- 
ports and  of  the  one  we  now  present.  But  in  order  not  to  go 
beyond  our  resources  ,  we  have  deprived  the  Establish- 
ment of  many  things,  which  nevertheless  are  very  useful. 
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ll  is  for  this  reason  we  liave  no  niatlrasses,  blankets  or 
holsters.  Our  slraw-beds  and  our  pillows  are  slufted  with 
sea-moss  well  dried  in  the  sun,  and  the  sheets  are  of  sack- 
cloth. Some  bathers ,  it  is  true,  bring  their  own  blankets 
with  them  ,  but  they  are  the  minority  ,  so  that  we  have 
been  obliged  sometimes  to  borrow  some  for  the  use  of 
the  patients  who  were  without  any.  All  our  bedsteads  are 
of  rough  deal ,  it  would  be  much  better  if  they  were  of 
iron.  We  should  like  also  to  make  some  improvements 
in  the  dormitories ,  etc. 

We  only  speak  in  this  vay  to  prove  how  important  it 
is,  that  those  who  appreciate  our  work  should  impose  on 
themselves  greater  sacrifices ,  and  that  new  friends  should 
join  us  this  year.  We  are  certainly  gratefuld  for  what  has 
already  been  done  and  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  God 
towards  us ,  and  all  the  blessings  with  which  he  has 
overwhelmed  us  hitherto ,  can  only  strengthen  us  in  the 
conviction  that  He  will  never  fail  us.  We  intend  to  apply 
>he  balance  left  us  from  the  account  of  the  51  August 
last  to  the  making  of  kneading- troughs  and  an  oven  of 
which  we  have  long  felt  the  want.  We  are  convinced 
there  will  be  great  economy  in  making  and  baking  the 
bread  ourselves. 
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ELEVENTH   YEAR 


«  Go  your  way  and  tell  John  what  things  you  have  seen 
»  and  heard^  how  that  Uie  blind  see,  the  lame  walk  ,  the 
»  lepers  are  cleansed,  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead  are  raised, 
»  to  the  poor  the  Gospel  is  preached  «  (St  Luke,  vii,  22). 

This  is  the  mission  which  the  Lord  Jesus-Christ  gave 
to  the  disciples  of  John  the  Baptist  in  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion they  had  addressed  to  him  in"  his  name.  «  Art  thou 
»  He  that  should  corne  or  look  we  for  an  other  ?»  A  simple 
but  serious  mission ,  an  essentially  spiritual  mission  al- 
though its  object  was  the  recital  of  purely  material  facts. 
A  mission  which  these  men  of  God  executed  with  care , 
and  which  had  the  effect  of  confirming  the  conviction  of 
John  that  Jesus  was  the  true  Son  of  God ,  the  king  and 
the  Saviour  of  Israel ,  although  the  herald  of  his  advent 
had  been  thrown  into  chains. 

It  is  thus  that  our  divine  Master  did  not  confine  him- 


—  19  — 
>(!(  (0  ticcl.iring  wIjo  he  \n  as  but  also  proved  it,  «  Believe 
)  me  that  I  am  in  the  FtUher  and  the  Father  in  me ;  o>' 
»  else  believe  me  for  the  very  works '  sake.  For  the  works 
»  which  the  Father  has  given  me  to  finish,  tJie  same  works 
))  that  I  do  bear  ivitness  of  me  ,  that  the  Father  hath  sent 
»  me.  (John,  xiv,  1 1  andv,  56). » He  went  about  doing  good 
and  heaUng  all  that  were  oppressed  of  the  Devil.  (Acts  x, 
38).  A  strict  obedience  to  the  will  of  his  God  was  the  fruit 
of  all  his  fights.  The  bodies  and  the  souls  of  his  creatures 
were  the  objects  of  his  most  tender  and  lively  solicitude. 
At  one  time  moved  by  compassion  towards  the  weary 
multitude ,  He  performes  a  miracle  and  gives  to  eat  to 
more  than  five  thousand  men ,  with  five  loaves  and  two 
fishes ;  at  another  time  He  distributes  the  living  bread  to 
souls  hungry  and  thirsty  after  righteousness.  Now  it  is 
a  poor  afilicted  widow  ,  whom  He  consoles  by  the  rai- 
sing of  her  only  son.  Now  a  mind  oppressed  with  the 
weight  of  sin,  which  He  raises  by  a  kind  word  and  a  pro- 
mise of  reconciliation.  His  love  for  sinners  is  so  great , 
that  He  forgets  his  food  to  speak  to  some  and  his  sleep  to 
pray  for  others.  Zeal  for  the  House  of  his  Father  consu- 
mes Him  1  The  cause  of  his  sadness  is  the  resistance  of 
men,  whom  He  wishes  to  save.  The  cause  of  his  joy  is 
the  triumph  of  truth  in  the  heart.  Thus  all  that  He  docs 
is  with  the  object  of  turning  men  from  evil  and  leading 
them  to  good,  and  if  He  takes  so  much  care  of  the  body, 
it  is  less  for  the  sake  of  the  body  which  must  soon 
perish  than  for  the  soul  which  lives  for  ever.  Hence  that 
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expression  of  grief  wilh  respect  to  the  nine  lepers ,  whom 
He  had  cleansed,  and  who  remained  in  tlieir  spirilnal 
nncleanncss.  «  Were  there  not  ten  cleansed  ?  but  where 
»  are  the  n'me  ?  There  are  not  found  that  returned  to 
»  (jive  rjlory  to  God  save  this  slramjer  (Sainl  Luk ,  xvii , 
M  17,  18).  Hence  too  that  keen  reproach  addressed  lo 
»  those  to  whom  he  had  done  good.  «  Verily ,  verily  I 
^)  say  unto  you:  Ye  seek  nie  not  because  ye  saw  the 
»  miracles  but  because  ye  did  eat  of  the  loaves  and 
»  ivere  filled.  Labour  not  for  the  meat  which  pefislieth 
»  but  for  that  meat  ivhich  endureth  unto  everlasting 
M  life  which  tJie  Son  of  man  shall  give  unto  you.  My 
3)  flesh  is  meat  indeed  and  my  blood  is  drink  indeed. 
»  John ,  VI. 

And  what  should  we  not  have  to  say  if  we  were  called 
on  here  to  expatiate  upon  the  fearful  wrestlings  and  the 
keen  anguish  of  Gethsemane,  and  poignant  agony  of  the 
Cross!....  Wherefore  those  fears  and  those  tears?  Whe- 
refore that  bloody  sweat?  Wherefore  that  cry  of  distress  . 
((  My  God,  my  God !  why  hast  Thou  forsaken  me. »  Whe- 
refore, in  a  word,  that  terrible  crucifixion  of  the  soul 
and  body  of  the  only  Son  of  God  unless  it  is  to  rescue  a 
fallen  and  rebellious  race  from  sin  and  from  death  and  to 
save  lost  souls  from  danmation ,  to  obtain  for  them  the 
glory  of  living  in  heaven  clothed  with  bodies  incorrupti- 
ble after  having  rendered  them  capable  on  earth  of  ser- 
ving the  living  and  true  God  with  integrity  of  heart  in 
the  midst  of  weakness  and  infirmity  ? 


—  21   — 

Ves  «  if  one  died  for  all ,  he  died  Ihal  they  which  live 
»  should  not  henceforth  live  unto  themselves  but  unto 
»  Him  who  died  for  them  and  rose  again. »  ( Cor.  v , 
1 5) .  Therefore  this  adorable  Saviour  said  in  the  days  of 
his  flesh  :  «  fie  that  beliveth  on  me  though  he  were  dead 
»  yet  shall  he  live  »  (John  xi ,  25.  )  And  elsewhere  • 
«  Verily ,  verily  ,  /  say  unto  yon  ,  he  that  believeth  on  me 
'>  the  works  that  I  do  shall  he  do  also  ;  and  greater  loorks 
»  than  these  sliall  he  do ;  because  I  go  unto  my  Father, 
»  (John,  XIV,  12. ) 

It  is  then  by  our  resemblance  to  Jesus  Christ  that  we 
may  know  if  we  have  the  faith.  He  that  saith  he  abideth 
in  Mm  ought  himself  also ,  so  to  walk  even  as  he  wal- 
keth.  »  (1  John  ii,  6).  Like  Him  we  ought  to  make  the 
fulfilment  of  our  Father  's  will  our  daily  bread.  And 
if  he  hath,  laid  down  his  life  for  us ,  we  ought  also  to 
lay  down  our  lives  for  our  brethren !  »  Our  soul ,  our 
spirit  and  our  body,  our  silver,  our  gold,  an  dall  our  wealth 
ought  to  be  offered  as  a  holy  sacrifice  to  Ilim,  who  has  gi- 
ven them  to  us ,  and  to  conduce,  by  his  grace,  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  kingdom  and  to  the  present  and  eternal 
happiness  of  our  fellow-creatures. 

To  give  sight  to  the  blind  and  hearing  to  the  deaf,  to 
make  the  lame  to  walk ,  to  cleanse  the  leprous ,  to  give 
life  to  the  dead  and  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  poor  ,  are 
the  works  by  which  we  may  know  whether  a  man  is  with 
God  and  he  lives  and  walks  in  Ilim. 

it  is  true,  however,  that  in  our  time  the  Lord  no  Ion- 
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ger  grants  to  his  followers  that  miraculous  power  over 
the  body  which  he  communicated  to  them  in  former  li- 
mes ,  not  however  because  the  faith  to  which  this  power 
was  promised  (  Mark  ,  xvi ,  17,  1 8.)  has  ceased  to 
exist ,  but  be^iause  it  was  fitting  that  in  this  respect  also 
the  flesh  should  give  way  to  the  spirit  and  the  type  to  the 
reality. 

That  which  remains  now  and  will  remain  to  the  end  is 
the  grace  which  works  miraculously  in  the  human  soul. 
We  say  miraculously,  for,  in  fact,  if  the  raising  up  of  a 
body  effected  by  faith  was  a  miracle ,  that  is  to  say  a 
work  opposed  to  the  course  of  nature ,  tUe  raising  up  of 
a  soul ,  also  effected  by  faith,  is  an  infinitely  greater  mi- 
racle. 

But  does  this  mean  that  God  loves  the  bodies  of  his 
creatures  less  now  than  he  did  formerly  ?  By  no  means , 
for  how  is  it  possible  for  him  to  know  variableness  or 
change  ?  Is  He  not  the  same  yesterday  ,  to  day  aM  for 
ever  ? 

He  calls  on  us  then  to  strive  earnestly  ,  as  he  strove 
when  on  earth  ,  to  feed  those  wo  have  no  food  and  to 
give  health  to  the  sick ,  but  by  other  means  ,  although 
we  do  not  intend  to  say  that  his  miraculous  po\Aer  can 
never  intervene  in  any  care. 

These  means  are  various  ,  and  ,  according  to  circum- 
stances, some  are  preferable  to  and  more  eflicacioue  than 
others ,  and ,  as  to  the  manner  of  employing  them,  it  va- 
ries also  with  time  and  place. 
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Thus  ,  to  visit  widows  and  orphans  in  their  affliction 
and  assist  them  at  their  own  houses  ,  is  beyond  contra- 
diction ,  an  excellent  work  ,  but  we  do  not  think  ,  that 
tiiis  is  always  the  plan  to  be  followed  with  respect  to 
the  unfortunate.  We  are  rather  of  opinion,  that  generally 
speaking ,  the  most  suitable  plan  is  to  assemble  in  one 
place  those  whom  we  are  called  upon  to  benefit  and 
even  in  certain  cases  that  it  vould  be  impossible  to  act 
otherwise. 

Accordingly  we  always  bless  the  Lord  for  the  exis- 
tence of  so  many  useful  Establishments ,  which  have 
been  formed  by  his  grace,  and  we  desire  with  all  our 
heart ,  that  the  number  may  greatly  increase  ,  for  we 
are  profoundly  copvinced  that  there  exist  still  abundant 
means  and  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  every  man  to  turn 
lo  God  and  be  willing  to  offer  according  to  his  means. 
Happy  are  those ,  who  are  enabled  to  go  even  beyond 
their  power  likelhe  Christians  of  Macedonia.  (2  Cor.  vin,  5) 
We  have  brought  nothing'  into  the  world  and  it  is  very 
certain  that  we  shall  take  nothing  out  of  it.  It  is  not  the- 
refore in  this  world,  that  we  ought  to  heap  up  treasures  t 

The  friends  of  our  Bathing-Establissement  will  learn 
with  pleasure  that  the  favor  of  the  Lord  has  been  again 
granted  us  to  a  remarkable  degree  this  year. 

In  spite  of  the  opening  of  an  other  Establishment  at 
Gran  d'Aiguesmortes  ,  (Gard)  the  number  of  our  patients 
has  exceeded  that  of  1855.  We  have  had  504  and  the  be- 
ueiit  thai  many  iiuve  received  from  tiie  bathes  has  been 
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so  remarkable ,  tlial  we  have  seen  more  clearly  than 
ever  how  precious  is  the  virtue  which  God  has  bestowed 
on  seawater ;  indeed  wc  w ish  we  could  go  from  place 
to  place  and  induce  men  alHicted  with  any  scrofulous 
sickness  or  exhausted  by  debility  to  go  and  plunge 
into  the  sea. 

We  might  almost  say  of  the  sea  thai  it  is  a  second  Be- 
Ihesda  (John  ,  v).  How  many  puny  children  covered 
with  all  sorts  of  sores ,  how  many  young  persons  w  orii 
out  by  many  infirmities ,  and  how  many  men  rendered 
incapable  of  supporting  themselves  and  their  families  , 
have  already  experienced  its  good  elTects.  Therefore  we  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  existence  of  an  Establishment 
which  has  furnished  in  so  short  a  time  to  so  great  a  num- 
ber of  unfortunate  persons  the  means  of  being  so  quickly 
and  cheaply  relieved  from  such  sever  sulTerings ,  ought 
to  excite  in  the  highest  degree  the  sympathy  of  the  weal- 
thy and  give  them  cause  for  earnest  thanks  giving. 

What  we  have  said  about  the  efficacy  of  sea-bathing  is 
so  important  a  truth  in  our  opinion  ,  that  instead  of  re- 
gretting the  creation  of  the  two  new  Establishments 
which  have  been  lately  opened  at  Grau  d'Aiguesmortes, 
we  sincerely  rejoice  at  it ,  in  the  hope  that  by  these 
means  a  greater  number  of  invalids  will  be  relieved. 

However ,  we  cannot  but  especially  recommend  to 
christian  charity  an  Establishment  which  took  the  ini- 
tiative and  the  success  of  which  has  been  so  great  Hi  at  others 
have  felt  the  necesssity  of  lending  a  hand  to  the  work. 
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Our  friends  will  not  forget  that  until  now  we  have  had  to 
contend  against  obstacles  and  difficulties  of  all  sorts  , 
which  have  been  so  great ,  that  whe  should  never  have 
been  able  to  surmount  them ,  had  we  looked  for  our 
strength  anywhere  else  tlian  in  God.  It  is  He  who  has  pre- 
pared  our  hands  for  the  fight  and  our  fingers  for  the 
battle ,  and  who  has  enabled  us  not  to  shrink  from  any 
sacrifice. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  give  a  just  idea  of  the  labours  , 
which  it  has  cost  us  every  year  to  find  the  necessary 
funds  and  to  superintend  these  multitudes  for  the  most 
part  indisciplined ,  both  in  the  Establishment  and  when 
bathing.  It  would  not  be  less  so  to  say  how  great  is  the  res- 
ponsibility AA'hich  we  feel  weighs  upon  us  of  watching  also 
over  their  souls,  of  leading  them  to  salvation  and  jiraying 
for  them  as  we  shall  have  to  render  an  account  for  them. 
There  is  no  limit  to  this  kind  of  work !  Indeed  we  should 
sometimes  bend  under  the  weight  of  it,  if  the  Almighty 
had  not  pity  on  us  and  came  to  our  aid. 

We  arc  also  sometimes  encouraged  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  Gospel  is  listened  to.  This  year  has  again  been 
blessed  in  this  respect.  We  have  often  found  that  the  prea- 
ching of  repentance  towards  God  and  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  has  found  acceptance  with  many  of  our  hearers 
and  some  even  have  given  us  certain  proof  of  it. 

We  can  and  we  ought  then  to  exclaim  with  the  psal- 
mist :  3fy  soul  bless  the  Lord  and  forget  not  one  of  his  be- 
nepis !  Yes ,  we  bless  the  Lord  for  all  his  dispensation  of 
love. 
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We  llierefore  return  our  very  sincere  thanks  to  all 
those  whose  hearts  He  has  disposed  to  answer  favourahly 
Id  our  various  appeals,  and  we  hope  that ,  seeing  how 
necessary  the  Estahlishment  at  Ceite  has  been  proved  lo 
be  by  the  formation  of  new  ones  ,  our  friends  will  conti- 
nue their  patronage  to  us. 

Since  the  inauguration  of  our  Institution  2488  persons 
have  received ,  under  our  eyes,  every  possible  care.  That 
proves  more  than  any  arguments  could.  We  desire  then 
lo  devote  ourselves  with  constantly  increasing  zeal  to  a 
work  so  eminently  useful,  and  we  doubt  not ,  that  we 
shall  receive  as  herefore  the  assistance  so  indispensable 
lo  us. 

According  to  the  Balance  shut  made  up  to  the  31  *'  of 
August  last,  the  next  season  will  only  commence  with  the 
small  cash-Balance  of  842  fr,  1 3  c.  and  even  this  Balance 
only  remains  because  we  have  again  abandoned  the 
idea  of  providing  the  Establishment  with  many  useful 
things  of  which  we  spoke  in  our  last  report.  However  the 
contributions  of  the  Committee  which  we  have  not  publi- 
shed have ,  as  usual ,  beep  very  largeo, 

Our  annual  sale  will  take  place  at  Celte  on  the  1 5''' 
July  and  following  days,  at  the  Eslabhshment. 

For  by  grace  are  you  saved  tlirocigrli  faitli ; 
aiid  IJtat  not  of  yoiarselveis  ;  it  is  tlie  gift  of  God , 
Kiot  of  norks  leist  any  man  sltould  boast.  For 
we  are  Itiss  iivqj|'liBna.iafis|iii|» ,  created  in  Christ 
JEe^ns  ;    unto  good  works  ;  ivluefii  UoA  Static  be- 
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fore   ordained   that  we    should  walk    in  ihein. 
Eph.  n  S  et  lO. 

For  the  Cummitlee  of  Administration 
Edward  KRUGER  , 

Secrelary  of  the  auxiliury  CommilLee  al  Mines, 
Cellc ,  Isi  November  1856. 
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PROJECT. 


Just  on  the  instant  to  get  printed  the  ninth  report 
for  the  seabathing  EstabUshment,  a  touching  letter  inser- 
ted in  the  number  of  February  25  "^^  of  the  «  Archives 
(iu  Chris lianisme  »  gave  us  a  fresh  inducement  to  put  in 
execution  a  Project  which  we  had  cherished  for  many 
years.  It  is  with  hvely  interest ,  that  we  have  read  this 
serious  appeal  in  favour  of  a  girl  of  1 8  years  of  age ,  who 
has  turned  from  the  right  path,  and  as  she  is  under  very 
pernicious  influence,  there  is  every  reason  to  fear  that 
she  will  plunge  more  and  more,  into  vice.  She  wishes  to 
escape  from  her  bad  companions  and  begs  the  Christian 
world  to  stretch  out  its  hand  to  her  and  raise  her  again. 
No  establishment  has  been  able  to  answer  this  appeal 
and  the  writer  of  this  letter  after  showing  the  want  of 
some  new  refuge ,  adds :  «  Is  there  no  christian  heart 
which  feels  itself  called  upon  to  lend  a  helping  hand  ?  » 
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Pressed  wilh  answering  to  that  warm  invitation,  we  liave 
done ,  it  in  the  first  place ,  by  proposing  to  take  charge  of 
this  girl  and ,  in  the  next,  by  the  Project  which  we  submit 
to  the  friends  of  humanity  of  creating  for  this  purpose  an 
Establishment,  the  want  o*f  which  we  have  long  felt.  We 
feel  confident  thai  some  truly  christian  friends  will  be 
found,  who  will  support  us  in  this  work  by  their  prayers, 
their  advice  and  their  offerings.  We  should  wish  to  extend 
(his  benefit  not  only  to  young  persons  in  the  position  of 
the  one  we  have  just  mentioned,  but  also  to  those  un- 
fortunate creatures  who  have  already  lived  in  corruption 
and  N^ish  to  withdraw  from  it ,  and  to  unruly  children 
given  up  without  restraint  to  all  their  bad  inchnations. 

What  work  deserves  in  the  highest  degree  all  our 
sympathy  !  JNevcrtheless  what  work  has  been  so  much 
neglected  until  now ,  at  least  in  our  country  !  The  few 
Establishments  of  this  kind  which  exist  in  France  are  quite 
insufficient  to  answer  the  numerous  wants  which  are 
felt  on  all  sides.  We,  however,  bless  the  Lord  for  what 
has  been  done ;  but  it  is  to  be  wished  that  Institutions  so 
eminently  useful  should  be  formed  in  every  centre  of  po- 
pulation, lit  every  focus  of  immorality,  where  the  oppor- 
tunities for  the  exercise  of  charity  w  ould  be  so  multifa- 
rious. Who  could  calculate  the  immense  good  which 
would  result  from  them  ?  Who  could  enumerate  the 
numberless  miseries,  bodily  and  moral,  which  wduld  be 
relieved'?  Who  could  say  how  many  brands  would  be 
snatched  fro^n  the  fire  ? 

o 
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.  Wc  have  90  much  fell  the  importance  of  this,  lliat  we 
have  already,  within  the  limits  to  which  our  slender 
means  confine  us,  rescued  at  our  ow^n  expense  some  of 
these  unfortunate  women,  some  of  those  rebellious  and 
unruly  children,  and  we  have  been  able  to  bear  witness 
to  the  most  encouraging  improvement.  This  fact  has 
gained  so  much  notoriety  that  even  from  the  North  of 
France  some  requests  for  admission  have  been  made  to 
us ;  but  it  was  impossible  for  us  on  account  of  the  small- 
ness  of  our  funds ,  to  answer  these  appeals.  However  they 
have  confirmed  us  in  the  conviction,  that  there  is  a 
great  gap  to  be  filled  up  in  this  department  of  christian 
charity. 

In  fact,  there  exist  already  numerous  Establishments 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  the  sick,  the  orphans  and  even 
of  prisoners;  all  that  is  valuable,  and  proves  that  it  has 
been  generally  understood,  that  instead  of  aiding  indivi- 
duals ,  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  regulate  public 
alms  by  classifying  the  necessitous,  and  collecting  the 
unfortunate  of  the  same  class  in  one  and  the  same  place. 
It  is ,  for  example ,  in  this  principle  that  we  have  esta- 
blished at  Cette  for  about  two  years  a  society  of  friends 
of  the  poor,  whose  object  is  to  visit  them  at  their  homes , 
to  make  itself  acquainted  with  their  wants ,  to  assist  them 
according  to  its  means  and  to  preach  the  word  of  God  to 
them.  We  have  at  this  moment  nearly  a  hundred  fami- 
lies who  every  week  receive  help  of  every  kind.  A  work- 
shop for  needlewomen  has  been  established  for  the  young 
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girls  who  are  entrusted  to  us.  They  arc  clothed  hy  it,  de- 
voted friends  instruct  them  in  needlework  ^  and  they  are 
conducted  with  maternal  solicitude.  Nevertheless  this 
society  has  maintened  itself  till  now,  williout  any  other 
resources  than  the  weekly  subscriptions  which  the 
founders  and  some  friends  have  undertaken  lo  raise,  and 
some  small  collections  which  have  been  made  in  its  fa- 
vour. But  it  must  be  avowed  that  scarcely  anything  ha» 
yet  been  done  for  those  degraded  women,  who,  most 
frequently  the  victims  of  a  guilty  love,  are  reduced  on 
account  of  the  ignominy  which  pursues  them,  to  defile 
themselves  still  more  and  to  wade  in  the  fill  of  the  most 
degrading  vice  and  nevertheless  sometimes  a  single  word 
of  encouragement ,  a  little  sympathy,  would  sufilce  lo 
drag  them  out  of  this  slough;  scarcely  anything  has  been 
done  for  these  young  persons  who  early  deprived  o- 
wise  and  salutary  counsels.,  have  given  themselves  up 
without  restraint  to  the  allurements  of  sin.  As  for  young 
depraved  and  vicious  children  who  would  without 
doubt  sooner  or  later  corrupt  that  society  wiiich  is  al- 
ready so  corrupt,  ought  not  some  efforts  to  be  made  to 
instruct  them  in  the  Way  they  should  gOj  in  order  to 
make  them  better? 

When  so  many  efforts  are  made  to  cure  bodily  desea- 
ses  ,  to  correct  the  vices  of  constitution ,  to  heal  physi- 
cal infirmities,  is  it  not  plain  how  infinitely  more  neces- 
sary it  is  to  remedy  such  dcj)lorable  moral  maladies  ? 
Thus  it  is  that  wc  are  desirous  of  becoming  labourers  in 
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this  work  also  willi  the  Lord.  It  is  to  these  unforlimale 
creatures  thai  we  are  anxious  to  open  an  asj-luni.  We 
are  desirous  of  placing  them  under  a  christian  and 
intelligent  woman  full  of  love  \Aho  would  have  iliem 
constantly  under  her  eyes,  and  who  assisted  by  pious 
sisters  would  strive  in  every  way  to  bring  back  these 
scattered  sheep  into  the  sheepfold  of  the  good  shepherd. 

Will  our  appeal  find  an  echo  in  the  hearts  of  chris- 
tians ?  We  believe  it  truly.  They  cannot  refuse  to  be 
bke  their  Master,  the  friends  of  publicans  and  sinners. 
Like  Him  let  us  hasten  to  seek  the  lost  sheep  and 
above  all  let  us  open  our  arms  to  those  who  come 
to  us  humble  and  penitent,  beseeching  us  to  drag  them 
from  the  seduction  of  the  world  and  the  allurements 
of  sin. 

«  Happy  those  ?vho  procure  the  peace ,  for  they  will  be 
»  called  the  children  of  God  (Math  v.)  And  they  that 
»  turn  many  to  righteouness  shall  shine  as  tlie  stars  for 
))   ever  and  ever.  »   (Dan.  xii.). 

Ni.Ties,  28  Hi  febraary  1856. 
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Convinced  tlial  by  faith  and  not  by  the  sight  wc  can  be^ 
acceptable  lo  the  living  and  true  God,  tse  thought ,  \ye- 
ouglit  not  to  allow  ourselves  to  be  discouraged  by  any 
difliculties  which  might  present  them  selves  ;  and  filled 
with  confidence  in  Ilim  <<  ivho  exalts  the  vmlleys  ,  ma- 
kes low  every  mountain  and  hill  and  makes  the  crooked 
straight  and  the  rough,  places  plain  ,  (Isa.  xl,  4  ) ,  we 
hastened  lo  seize  the  favourable  opportunity  which  allo- 
Acd  us  to  establish  in  one  ol  the  best  quarters  of  the  lo^n 
the  House  of  Refuge  llie  plan  of  wliich  ^^c  connnunioated' 
in  our  circular  letter  of  the  28^'^  february  last. 

It  was  evident  thai  by  a  quite  providential  direction  in 
the  first  da>iS  of  the  month  of  April ,  just  as  we  were  se- 
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riously  thinking ,  under  the  eye  of  the  Lord ,  of  procu- 
ring a  suitable  locality  ,  wg  were  offered  the  lease  or  the 
purchase  of  a  house  with  a  yard ,  lawn  and  garden  situa- 
ted in  the  riw  de  la  Tour-Magne. 

The  price  that  was  asked  for  this  property  was  not 
high ,  but  as  it  could  only  answer  oiu'  purpose  after  im- 
portant repairs  and  additions,  we  hesitated  at  first  to  make 
the  purchase.  The  situation ,  however ,  was  so  favoura- 
ble ,  that  we  regretted  not  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

Tlierefore  with  our  eyes  fixed  on  the  Lord  and  per- 
suaded that  He  would  come  to  our  aid  ,  we  did  not  lose 
time  in  deciding  on  the  purchase,  and  on  the  «6^'^  of  April 
the  conveyance  was  signed  by  two  of  our  friends  who 
have  offered  to  advance  the  nece^^ry  funds. 

The  sum  paid  was 7,000  fr.  00 

Expense  of  conveyance  and  registration  .  .      626       85 
Interest  to  the  seller  on  6,000  fr 600 

Total 8,226       85 

From  which  deducted  a  piece  of  ground 

which  was  of  no  use  to  us 5,096       81 

Leaving 5,150  fr.  02 

To  whieh  must  be  added  about  10,000  francs  for  re- 
pairs and  various  buildings ,  which  must  be  completed 
soon  enough  to  allow  us  to  open  the  Establishment  by 
the  1 5  ^*>  november  next. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  announce  these  good  tidings  to 
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the  sincere  friends  of  humanity ,  who  all  feel  that  it 
behooves  us  to  occupy  ourselves  much  more  than  hitherto, 
with  those  unfortunate  creatures  who  are  weary  of  the 
disorders  of  vice  ,  and  with  those  who  are  Hkely  to  fall 
into  it.  We  can  assure  them  that  this  Institution  will  be 
conducted  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  Ilim  who 
said  to  the  chief  priests  and  the  elder  of  the  people  of 
Israel  who  were  rebellious  .  «  The  publicans  and  har- 
lots go  into  the  Mngdom  of  God  before  you.  (Malth.  xxi^ 
51 )  and  again  :  That  likeivise  joy  shall  be  in  heaven 
over  one  sinner  that  repenteth  more  than  over  mneiif 
and  nine  fust  persons  which  need  no  repentance.  (St  Luc, 
XV,  7.)    . 

We  understand ,  by  his  grace ,  that  he  came  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  ivhich  was  lost ,  and  summoned  to  be 
worker  with  him  for  the  salvation  of  our  fellow-creatures, 
we  shall  endeavour  with  the  assistance  from  on  high  to 
inslile  into  all  hearts  repentance  tow  ards  God  and  faith 
in  Jesus-Christ  living  in  the  full  expectation  of  mee- 
ting with  some  souls  inspired  with  the  sentiments  of 
the  Samaritan  and  of  the  woman  who  loved  much 
because  her  sins  which  are  many  are  forgiven.  (John  iv 
and  St  Luc ,  vii.) 

A  religious  family  meeting  will  take  place  every  mor- 
ning and  evening  in  the  House. 

Reading ,  w riling  and  needle-work  will  be  regularly 
taught. 

In  the  admission  of  inmates  no  distinction  of  rehgion , 
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age  or  country  will  be  made;  we  cannot, liowever,    re- 
ceive children  under  7  years  of  age. 

May  the  Almighty  direct  and  bless  the  work  of  our 
hands !  May  the  Almighty  render  a  greater  number  of 
Christians  w  illing  to  help  us  in  different  ways  in  this  de- 
licate and  difficult  task.  «  Let  us  not  be  weary  in 
ivell  doing  ,  for  in  due  season  we  shall  res^p  if  we  faint 
?io^  (Gal.  VI,  9.) 

The  numerous  experiments  made  and  the  numerous 
wants  felt  on  every  side  for  us ,  w  ould  have  prevented  us 
from  realizing  our  object  and  addressing  a  fresh  appeal 
lo  christian  and  philanthropic  charity,  if  we  had  not  been 
urged  by  necessity  and  had  not  our  support  in  Him  who 
has  made  heaven  and  earth. 

Five  applications  for  admission  have  already  been  made 
to  us.  We  have  been  obliged  to  put  off  to  a  later  period 
the  reception  of  the  first  tw  o  and  of  the  last  Iw  o  ;  but  in 
the  case  of  the  third  we  could  not  but  give  a  favourable 
ans\yer ,  and  in  order  to  remove  the  young  girl  w  iihout 
delay  from  the  danger  wherew ith  she  was  threatened,  we 
have  for  the  present  placed  her  in  a  pious  house  where 
she  receives  the  oare  and  inspecting  ^^  liich  her  disposi- 
tion and  character  require.  Her  poor  mother  has  by  this 
means  been  relieved  from  keen  anxiety  and  trouble. 

We  believe  that  such  cases  will  often  present  themsel- 
ves, and  that  we  shall  always  more  clearly  perceive  that 
in  founding  this  Establishment,  we  have  only  obeyed  the 
voice  of  him  who  is  love  «  atid  who  iHshes  that  all  moi 
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should  be  saved  and  that  they  should  be  saved ,  and  thai' 
they  should  arrive  to  the  knowledge  of  tJ'Uth.  (1  Tim.  ii,  i.) 

He  wishes  also  that  his  own  should  glorify  hiiiihy  shor 
wing  their  faith  by  means  of  every  good  work.We  bless  him 
beforehand  for  all  the  good  which  may  come  out  of  this. 
We  also  give  our  most  sincere  thanks  to  all  christians  n\  ho 
may  stretch  forth  to  us  a  helping  hand  and  favourably 
receive  our  dear  brethren  charged  with  making  coUectes. 

A  gift  or  parcel  of  any  kind  will  be  received  by 
M.  Edward  Kriiger  at  INimes,  rue  Adrien  n"  2. 

The  produce  of  the  collections  and  the  value  of  the 
gifts  received  will  serve  to  cover  the  opening  expenses  and 
provide  for  the  daily  wanls  of  the  House, 

It  will  be  no  doubt  interesting  to  learn  that  no  one 
employed  in  the  Establishment  receives  any  other  salary 
than  board  and  clothing. 

Make  to  yourselves  friends  of  the  Mammon  of  unrigh- 
teousness ;  that  when  you  fail,  they  may  receive  you  into 
everlasting  habitations.  (Luc,  xvi.  9.) 

rSlmes,  15  '^  September  1856. 


OPENING 


OF    THE 


HOISE  OF  REF 


CREATED 


AT  NliMES   (  Card.  ) 


Rue  de  la  Xoiir-llasiie  , 


25  th  mai  1857. 


In  our  report  of  the  15''*  September  last,  we  said  that 
the  house  of  refuge  which  we  were  about  to  create  slioiild 
be  opened  on  the  1 5  ''*  november ;  but  we  did  not  foresee 
ttie  extent  of  tlie  repairs  and  constructions  to  be  made. 
We  also  did  not  think  of  the  difficulty  to  (ind  a  number 
of  workmen  suflicient  for  terminating  the  labours.  We  had 
believed  all  the  walls  of  the  old  building  should  be  strong 
enough  to  support  a  higher  raising ;  but  on  putting  hand 
to  work,  we  were  obhged  to  pull  down  them  all  and  to 
begin  the  construction  entirely  anew. 

Besides,  more  and  more  convinced  that  our  enterprise 
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iltled  up  a  needful  want ,  we  judged  we  ought  to  con- 
duct it  in  order  to  receive  a  very  great  number  of  those 
persons  it  was  destined  to.  Tiie  increasing  of  the  expen- 
ses appeared  to  our  eyes  Hke  a  high  mountain  ,  but  we 
remembered  these  words  of  the  prophet  ;  )yho  art  thou^ 
0  great  mountain  before  Zeruhbabel?  Thou  shall  become  a 
plain.  (Zechariah,  IV  ,  7.)  And  as  we  walked  along  di- 
rected by  faith  and  not  by  a  human  exaltation ,  the  Lord 
proved  favoural)le  to  us  and  we  hope  He  will  continue 
as  far  the  end.  We  already  iiave  blessed  and  yet  bless 
him  on  the  manner  he  guided  us  till  now.  In  proportion 
as  we  wanted  ,  he  gave  us  the  necessary  things ,  and  we 
once  still  experienced  this  precious  verity  that  alt  is  pos- 
sible to  him  and  he  denies  nothing  when  begged  in  the 
name  of  his  Son  Jesm-Christ. 

If  on  one  hand  a  violent  and  constant  opposition 
was  excited  against  us  either  by  a  more  or  less  subtile 
anti-christianity ,  or  by  more  or  less  voluntary  igno- 
rance; on  the  other  hand  He  gave  us  some  true  friends 
who  were  happy  to  hold  out  a  haild  of  association 
for  so  eminently  excellent  a  work.  They  began  by 
lending  us  the  necessary  funds;  later,  we  hope,  they 
will  feel  themselves  appealed  to  give  up  Entirely  or  part- 
ly the  value  of  their  actions;  anjl  other  supports  happe- 
ning to  be  joined  with  the  former,  we  cheerfully  shall 
see  extinguished  the  debt  of  50,000  Is  and  beyond  {wq 
cannot  yet  exactly  precise  the  amount)  that  exists  at  the 
opening  of  our  estabhshmenl. 
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Here  wc  miisl  (ell  the  house  eamiol  be  more  eonve- 
nieiU;  it  consists  :  1"  of  three  fine  doraiilories  very  well 
aired,  completely  separated  one  from  another  and  being 
able  to  contain  together  thirty  beds.  Every  dormitory  is 
placed  under  the  direction  of  a  wise  and  sincerely  pious 
person.  Later,  if  necessary,  it  will  be  easy  to  enlarge  them 
considerably  and  very  cheaply;  2"  of  an  infirmary;  3"  of  a 
refectory  in  which  every  class  has  its  table  and  inspector  ; 
4"  of  two  rooms  of  labour;  o"  of  a  kitchen  with  all  its 
dependances;  fi*  of  a  hall  and  a  garden  (that  garden  is 
but  hired);  7"  of  a  bath-oom;  8  of  a  closet  for  the  directress 
etc  etc. 

That  establishment,  as  it  is  already  known,  was  crea- 
ted to  fulfil  an  in'gent  appeal  w  hich  sounded  ,  a  little 
more  than  a  year  ago  in  all  parts  of  France  ,  and  in  or- 
der to  lead  to  wisdom  and  true  peace  inseparable  of  it , 
fickle  or  unruly  young  girls,  and  poor  lewd  women  for 
whom  Christ  offered  his  soul. 

The  demands  for  admitting  young  and  minor  girls  , 
from  seven  years  of  age  must  contain  the  motives 
and  be  made  by  the  parents  or  accompanied  with  their 
authorization  and  (he  standing  bound  for  leaving  them 
till  they  attain  their  age  of  majority,  if  judged  necessary 
l)yllie  committee. 

As  for  women  and  girls  in  the  age  of  majority  who  , 
nrged  by  the  want  of  changing  their  manners  will  or  let 
demand  (heir  entering  the  house  of  refuge  ,  it  shall  be 
required  of  liiem  (lie  binding  to  s(ay  at  least  two  years  in 
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ihc  oslalilishmcnl.  They  also  shall  be  obliged  to  submit 
to  the  conslilutcil  rules  which  all  have  for  basis  God's 
justice  and  pity.  Yet ,  the  time  of  their  ^tay  can  be  redu- 
ced by  a  deliberation  of  the  committee. 

Tiie  parents  will  be  permitted  lo  visit  their  children 
on  the  first  Sunday  of  every  month  ,  from  2  to  4  o'clock. 

The  board  for  the  minor  girls  as  far  the  fifteen  years 
of  age  is  20  fs  monthly  to  such  time  as  the  committee 
will  think  convenient  to  diminish  or  to  annul  it  com- 
pletely. 

60  fs  must  be  paid  on  entering  to  supply  garments 
during  the  Avhole  time  of  the  stay,  whatever  the  duration 
may  be ;  and,  for  the  girls  beyond  1 3  years  and  women 
25  fs  a  month  and  80  fs  at  the  entering  to  supply  gar- 
ments. 

We  also  felt  the  want  to  unite  to  the  work  of  the  dis- 
ciplinary and  refuge  a  more  simple  but  no  less  useful 
work,  that  of  la  Creche.  We  consider  it  not  only  as  a 
means  to  facilitate  many  poor  mothers  to  procure  bread 
for  themselves  and  their  children  ,  but  yet  as  a  precious 
occasion  of  becoming  acquainted  with  them  and  their 
families ,  and  of  bringing  them  the  consolation  of  the 
gospel  of  peace. 

25  c^  a  day  shall  be  paid  for  every  child. 

Oh !  may  our  God  saviour  grant  us  all  the  material  and 
spiritual  forces  to  realize  all  what  he  put  into  our  hearts 
by  his  spirit  of  life  and  verily  :  woe  to  us  if  we  would 
try  the  preaching  of  Christ  and  the  salvation  of  men  by  a 
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l)itlcr  zeal  and  a  spirit  of  conlenlion.  (Phiiip.)  But ,  if  we 
be  sincere  as  men  who  ought  to  give  an  account  to  Him 
who  searches  hearts  and  tries  loins ,   incontestahly  the 
work  of  our  hands  must  prosper. 

DitTiculties  of  all  kinds  are  great ,  we  are  not  ignorant 
of ,  but  « if  God  be  for  us ,  who  will  be  against  us  ?  » 
«  Some  trust  in  chariots  ond  some  in  horses ;  but  we  will 
remember  the  name  of  the  lord  our  God.  They  *arc 
brought  down  and  fallen ;  but  we  are  risen  and  stand 
upright.  «  (Ps.  XX,  8-9.) 

We  are  opening  our  establisscment  by  beginning  with 
six  unruly  young  girls  and  two  others  who  were  many 
times  the  victims  of  their  passions  and  baft  education. 
We  commend  them  to  the  prayers  of  the  true  Christ's 
disciples. 

Our  dear  sisters  loadcn  with  so  delicate  a  work 
are  feehng  the  weight  of  their  mission  and  are  wishing 
to  be  supported. 

For  none  of  those  poor  girls  we  could  get  the  least  sum 
of  money;  they  are  consequenlly  at  the  charge  of  the 
committee ,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  how  much 
its  resources  are  bounded.  The  collections  at  the  end  of 
the  last  and  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  have  pro- 
duced but  about  5,900  P.  ( We  will  give  later  the  exact 
amount.)  It  is  easily  understood  that  sum  is  insufficient  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  furniture,  the  interests  to  stock- 
holders, the  charges  of  food  during  a  year,  etc,  etc. 

We  certainly  will  neglect  nothing  for  getting  work  to 
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the  lioiise  on  a  prodiiclive  manner ;  but  as  il  is  probable 
the  numl)er  of  paying  persons  shall  be  always  very 
lit  lie,  we  cannot  avoid  begging  the  help  of  the  friends  of 
mankind.  Among  other  means,  there  is  a  very  simple  one 
within  their  reach,  namely  to  procure  us  labour. 

The  establishment  can  undertake  the  fabrication  of  all 
articles  that  are  made  in  a  sewing-workshop. 

We  will  end  by  remembering  with  gratitude  these 
words  adressed  by  the  Lord  to  an  apostle  filled  with  the 
sense  of  his  impotency  :  «  My  grace  is  sufficient  for 
thee;  for  my  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness. 
(  €or.  xii ,  9.  ) 

For  the  Committee , 

Ebw.  KRUGER  ,  Treasurer-Secretary, 
Rue  Adrien ,  2. 
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